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Celebration of the Resurrection 
and Memorial Service for 

Ruth Madilyn Bockelman 
 
Welcome in the name of Jesus the Savior, who died and was raised to new life by the 
grace of God. We are gathered here to worship, to remember before God our sister 
Ruth Madilyn Bockelman, to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our 
merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
 

All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In her baptism Ruth was clothed 
with Christ. In the day of Christ’s coming, she shall be clothed with glory. 
 
HYMN My Life Flows On In Endless Song ELW 763 & WOV 781 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister Ruth. We thank 
you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on 
earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Illumine our lives, so 
we may see in death the gate to eternal life, that we may continue our course on 
earth in confidence until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone 
before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
REMEMBRANCES 
 
SOLO The Holy City Weatherly and Adams 
 Andrew Schmidt, soloist 
 



 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Psalm 121 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and 
forevermore.  
 

Romans 14: 7-9 
 

7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord's. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the 
dead and the living.  
 

Matthew 11:25-30 
 

25At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."  
 
SERMON  Pastor P. Shannon Mullen 
 



 

 

HYMN When We Are Living ELW 639 

CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 



 

 INTERCESSIONS 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have woven your chosen people together in one 
communion of saints in the mystical body of your Son. Give to your whole church in 
heaven and on earth your light and peace. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

May all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection die to sin and rise to 
share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Mercifully grant to all who mourn a sure and certain hope in your loving care, that, casting 
all their grief on you, they may have strength for the days and weeks ahead. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Help us in our present confusion and loss, and enable us to trust in the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of our sins, and the life everlasting. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection opened the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death 
nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from your love 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

 

COMMENDATION 
 

Let us commend Ruth to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Ruth Madilyn Bockelman. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, 
a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 

In the peace of Christ, let us pray, saying, Be gracious to us. 
 

Jesus, Savior of the world, 
be gracious to us. 
By your incarnation and nativity, 
be gracious to us. 
By your prayers and tears, 
be gracious to us. 
By your grief and anguish, 
be gracious to us. 
By your cross and suffering, 
be gracious to us. 
By your atoning death, 
be gracious to us. 
By your rest in the grave, 
be gracious to us. 
By your triumphant resurrection, 
be gracious to us. 
By your presence with your people, 
be gracious to us. 
By the promise of your coming at the end of the ages, 
be gracious to us. 
 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows lengthen, and 
the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our 
work is done. Then, O Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and 
peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 

 
HYMN Lift High the Cross ELW 660 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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