The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24, 2017

Welcome Visitors!
Out of a broken and divided world, all people are welcomed into the whole body of
Jesus Christ at St. John’s. As children of one God, together we join in worship to
experience the transforming love of our Savior.
All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood. You may take the wine
from an individual glass or the common cup. If needed, grape juice is available from
the individual glasses. Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing,
indicating this by crossing the hands at the heart.
A nursery is available for children during the 10:30 am service.
You are cordially invited to join us at the Welcome Table following each service.
Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available by request from an
usher.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24, 2017
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION OF SINS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in
steadfast love.
Amen.
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Eternal God our creator,
in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, the work of
your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty
desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us. In the
mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and for his sake,
God + forgives you all your sins.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

As We Gather at Your Table
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
TEMPLE TALK

STEWARDSHIP 2018 - Sharing Hope and Promise

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL

Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples: 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he
went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then

going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but
each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they
grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree
with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to
this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and
the first will be last.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Shannon Mullen
All Are Welcome
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God’s
creation.
Each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the power of
Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

OFFERTORY

Give Me Jesus
Adult Choir

Patterson

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God,
you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this
feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. Open our
lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the
way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and
light. In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own
desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the
afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage
to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall
return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus!
Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom!
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in
the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty
Father, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen
COMMUNION

An invitation to communion is on the cover of the bulletin.

COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION MUSIC

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve!
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
+ + +

LBW 408 (green)

The Biblical focus text for next Sunday is provided in advance so that you can begin reflecting.
Sunday, October 1

Matthew 21:23-32

23

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will
I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.
28

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and
went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but
he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.”
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The Altar Flowers are given by Sona Lyttle
to the Glory of God and
in Honor of her brother’s birthday.
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