
 

 

Welcome! 
 

Out of a broken and divided world, all people are welcomed into the whole body of 
Jesus Christ at St. John’s. As children of one God, together we join in worship to 
experience the transforming love of our Savior. 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace, 
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life. 

 

In addition to gathering in person when possible, St. John’s will continue weekly 
streaming of worship on Facebook. You can find the stream at our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/StJohnsBeaufort 
 

Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy 
Communion together in streaming worship. Households who are unable to gather in 
person may prepare elements of bread and wine for the celebration, taking them 
together as a community gathered, even while distanced. Any kind of bread or cracker 
and any kind of wine or juice may be used. 
 

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available. 

 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent - March 10, 2024 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who writes the law of grace upon our hearts, who 
draws all people together through Jesus, who calls us to proclaim love in the world. 
Amen. 
 

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. We hoard 
resources and are indifferent to the suffering of our neighbors. We speak in ways that 
silence others and are silent when we should speak up. We keep score in our hearts 
and let hurts grow into hatred. For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive 
us, Lord. Amen. 
 

Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, breaks 
every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores the promise of life 
through + Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 
GATHERING HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This  ELW 666-LBW 385  



 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 
reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Numbers 21:4-9 
 

A reading from Numbers. 
 

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 
of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God 
and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the Lord sent 
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 
died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 
the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses 
prayed for the people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it 
on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent 
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person 
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.  
 

Word of God, word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



 

 

GOSPEL  John 3:14-21 
 

The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has 
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 
were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their 
deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY God Loved the World ELW 323



 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being 
of creation, and a world in need. 
 

Each petition ends:  Hear us O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE We share the peace with those who are with us in our homes or 
 wherever we are located. We also pray for peace for and with all those 
 with whom we join in worship, despite the fact that we are scattered. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
 

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the 
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called 
to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options 
for giving include: 
 

+ mailing checks to the church office 

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a 
recurring gift 

+ using St. John’s online giving system which allows you to make one time 
and recurring gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access 
this online giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or 
tablet camera or navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser. 

 
ANTHEM Sonata da Chiésa Op. 1 No. 11 Corelli 
 Emily Hauge, Josh Overby, and Dorinda Selby 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Giver of every gift, 
accept the offerings we return to you in thanksgiving. Christ’s body is our food, and we 
are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns


 

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace, 
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life. 
 

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion 
together in streaming worship. Households who are unable to gather in person may 
prepare elements of bread and wine for the celebration, taking them together as a 
community gathered, even while distanced. Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind 
of wine or juice may be used. 
 

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please 
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 



 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting. Your faithfulness 
endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you calling forth a holy people to bring blessing to the world. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of your Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

We remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life, grace our table with your presence. May the Christ be 
present to us in, with, and through these gifts of bread and wine.  
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Renew in us the gifts of your spirit. Send us forth, burning with your justice, peace, and 
love. May the Christ be present to the world in, with, and through us. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun 
and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 



 

COMMUNION MUSIC 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, 
and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Lift High the Cross ELW 660 



 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006619. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved. 
 

What Wondrous Love Is This; Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted/podcast/
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved.  
 

Lift High the Cross; Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved. 
 

God Loved the World is in the Public Domain. 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
157 Lady’s Island Drive 

Beaufort, South Carolina 29907 
 

phone: 843 524 3461 
fax: 843 524 5950 

info@StJohnsBeaufort.org 
 

Pastor P. Shannon Mullen 
Deacon Katie Justice 

Pastor Craig Boehlke, part time assisting pastor 
Josh Overby, Director of Music 

Gloria Bockelman, Worship Accompanist 
 

+ + + 
 

Mission Statement: 
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love 

 

Core Values: 
We hear the Good News of God’s Love in worship and scripture. 

All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions. 
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need. 

We love, care for, nourish, and support one another. 
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources. 

 

+ + + 
 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 


