Reformation 500 Observation
Small Catechism: Communion
November 19, 2017

Welcome Visitors!
Out of a broken and divided world, all people are welcomed into the whole body of
Jesus Christ at St. John’s. As children of one God, together we join in worship to
experience the transforming love of our Savior.
All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood. You may take the wine
from an individual glass or the common cup. If needed, grape juice is available from
the individual glasses. Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing,
indicating this by crossing the hands at the heart.
A nursery is available for children during the 10:30 am service.
You are cordially invited to join us at the Welcome Table following each service.
Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available by request from an
usher.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org
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PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

Simple Gifts
Bell Choir

GATHERING HYMN

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Sanders

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

(All Glory Be To God ELW Setting 5)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, your love overflows endlessly upon your creation. You have poured out for
us grace upon grace. Through your Holy Spirit of love, you have gathered us into a family
of faith, a community of discipleship, a gathering of hope and joy. Empower us to
proclaim your truth in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

READING FROM MARTIN LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM - COMMUNION
What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine,
instituted by Christ himself for us Christians to eat and to drink.
Where is this written?
The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and St. Paul write thus:
“In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
The words “given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of sin” show us that
forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation are given to us in the sacrament through these
words, because where there is forgiveness of sin, there is also life and salvation.
How can bodily eating and drinking do such a great thing?
Eating and drinking certainly do not do it, but rather the words that are recorded:
“given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.” These words, when
accompanied by the physical eating and drinking, are the essential thing in the
sacrament, and whoever believes these very words has what they declare and state,
namely, “forgiveness of sin.”
Who, then, receives this sacrament worthily?
Fasting and bodily preparation are in fact a fine external discipline, but a person who
has faith in these words, “given for you” and “shed for you for the forgiveness of sin,” is
really worthy and well prepared. However, a person who does not believe these words
or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, because the words “for you” require truly
believing hearts.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

(God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage ELW 509)

GOSPEL READING

1 Corinthians 11: 23-32

A reading from 1 Corinthians.
23

I received a tradition from the Lord, which I also handed on to you: on the night on
which he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread. 24 After giving thanks, he broke it and
said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this to remember me.” 25 He did the same thing
with the cup, after they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Every time you drink it, do this to remember me.” 26 Every time you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you broadcast the death of the Lord until he comes.
27

This is why those who eat the bread or drink the cup of the Lord inappropriately will be
guilty of the Lord’s body and blood. 28 Each individual should test himself or herself, and
eat from the bread and drink from the cup in that way.29 Those who eat and drink without
correctly understanding the body are eating and drinking their own judgment.30 Because
of this, many of you are weak and sick, and quite a few have died. 31 But if we had judged
ourselves, we wouldn’t be judged. 32 However, we are disciplined by the Lord when we are
judged so that we won’t be judged and condemned along with the whole world.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Pastor Shannon Mullen

HYMN OF THE DAY

Now We Join in Celebration
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s world.
Each petition ends: Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your care through
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

OFFERTORY

In Remembrance
Adult Choir

Courtney

(For the Fruit of All Creation WOV 760)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of all creation,
All you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from
the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

(Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting 10)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to
fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks
to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to
accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the
body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving
the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our
inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen
COMMUNION

An invitation to communion is on the cover of the bulletin.

COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION MUSIC

(Lamb of God WOV 622)

As the Grains of Wheat
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether
from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve!
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
+ + +

The Biblical focus text for next Sunday is provided in advance so that you can begin reflecting.
Sunday, November 19

Galatians 3:19-29

19

So why was the Law given? It was added because of offenses, until the descendant
would come to whom the promise had been made. It was put in place through angels by
the hand of a mediator. 20 Now the mediator does not take one side; but God is one. 21 So,
is the Law against the promises of God? Absolutely not! If a Law had been given that was
able to give life, then righteousness would in fact have come from the Law. 22 But scripture
locked up all things under sin, so that the promise based on the faithfulness of Jesus
Christ might be given to those who have faith. 23 Before faith came, we were guarded
under the Law, locked up until faith that was coming would be revealed, 24 so that the Law
became our custodian until Christ so that we might be made righteous by faith.
25

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian. 26 You are all God’s
children through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 All of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor
free; nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 Now if you belong
to Christ, then indeed you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to the promise.
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The Altar Flowers are given by Eve and Larry Roane
to the Glory of God and
in honor of their wedding anniversary.
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