St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2026

Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus
Christ at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic
status, age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in
sharing God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of
our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John'’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at
www.Facebook.com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services
and other special services are streamed. You may join live or watch on Facebook or
YouTube at a later time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



Ninth Sunday after Pentecost - July 26, 2026
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary,
and peace to the ends of the earth, and whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God'’s love.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Rock of Ages ELW 623
Choir sings Verses 1 and 2 - Arrangement by Michael Burkhardt
Congregation sings Verses 3 and 4
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to  thy cross [ cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res - pite know, could my tears for -ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, T to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav -1or, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - ia. I Wor -thy is Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.



God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
Ny Rgram T e
v —— S E—— - £ ——— |
(< r_ IP_H_‘_H, L | — i
: —— . — .
This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men.
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IQ ﬁ P T H — I
("< r_ IP_J_‘_J_“, o | — i
J | | v —
This 1s the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a,
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Final refrain
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - 1lu - 1a.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring
us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



FIRST READING 1Kings 3:5-12

> At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what |
should give you.” ° And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast
love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. ” And now, O Lord my God, you
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; |
do not know how to go out or come in. ° And your servant is in the midst of the people
whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. ? Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people,
able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”

"It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. " God said to him, “Because you have
asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, “ | now do according
to your word. Indeed, | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been
before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be God!

GOSPELACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3" [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;**it is the smallest of all the
seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

*He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” ** “The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. ** “Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *° on finding one pearl of great value, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it. ¥ “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 4 when it was full, they drew it ashore,
sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad *’ So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *° and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

» 52

>' “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °* And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY What Is The World Like ACS 1047
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1 What is the world like when God’s will is done?
2 What is the world like when God’s will is done?
3 What is the world like when God’s will is done?
4 What is the world like when God’s will is done?
5 These are the sto - ries that Je - sus im - parts,
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Mus - tard seeds grow more than we can con - ceive:
Wit - ness the wan - der - ing child com - ing  home;
No more is neigh - bor just al - ly or friend;
Read - y for feast - ing, we  watch through the  night,
filled with the Spir - it who joins us as one.
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roots thread the soil; branch - es reach for the sun
watch as the par - ent breaks in - a run.
peace thrives in plac - es where once there was none
tend - ing our lamps  till the new day’s be - gun.
Born through our voic - es, our hands, and our hearts,
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This is how God moves us each to be - lieve.
This is how God longs for us when we  roam.
This is how God works when ri - wval - ries end.
This is how God read - ies us for the light.
this 1is new world where God’s will is done.
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APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all of creation.

Each petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options
for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a
recurring gift

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring
gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online
giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet
camera, or navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser.



http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns

OFFERING PRAYER

God of all creation,

All you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from
the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who trusts in him may not perish but walk in the way of eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill your holy will and to free us
from the power of fear, sin, and death.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



Remembering, therefore, Jesus’ life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection
and ascension, and his promise to be with you always, we give thanks and praise to you,
O Lord God Almighty. With your Word and Holy Spirit bless us, your servants, and these
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of
sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your
saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share the feast! All are welcome.

COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYERAFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God,

in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with food
and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the
world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN In Thee Is Gladness ELW 86
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and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le - lu - ia!



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS006619.

Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

What Is the World Like; Text and music © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted/
podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved.

In Thee Is Gladness; Arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved.

Rock Of Ages is in the public domain.
Rock of Ages; Arranged by Michael Burkhardt, 2018. All right reserved.



St. John’s Lutheran Church

157 Lady’s Island Drive
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907

phone: 843 524 3461
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org

Interim Pastor Sean Miller-Perez
Deacon Katie Justice
Gloria Bockelman, Worship Accompanist

Mission Statement:
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Core Values:
We hear the Good News of God'’s Love in worship and scripture.
All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions.
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need.
We love, care for, nourish, and support one another.
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources.

The Altar flowers are given
to the Glory of God

The flowers were arranged by the Flower Team

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



