St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026

Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus
Christ at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic
status, age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in
sharing God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of
our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John'’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at
www.Facebook.com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services
and other special services are streamed. You may join live or watch on Facebook or
YouTube at a later time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - August 16, 2026

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary,
and peace to the ends of the earth, and whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Sull your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;

3 As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor-ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak -ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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to your pur-pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.

ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
free -dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain

This 1s the feast

of vic-to-ry for our God.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach
us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your
name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

A reading from Romans

[Paul writes:] ' | ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. ** God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew.

** For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *° Just as you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, *' so also
they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may
now receive mercy. ** For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be
merciful to all.

Word of God, Word of Life!

Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL Matthew 15:[10-20]21-28

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

['° [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:" it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth
that defiles.” * Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” * He answered, “Every plant that
my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. ** Let them alone; they are blind
guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” ™ But
Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” *° Then he said, “Are you also still without
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach
and goes out into the sewer? "8 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart,
and this is what defiles. * For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. ** These are what defile a person, but to eat
with unwashed hands does not defile.”]

*" Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ** Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me,
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” * But he did not answer her
at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps
shouting after us.” ** He answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel.” > But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” ** He answered, “It
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” *” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” ** Then Jesus answered
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter
was healed from that moment.

This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Build A Longer Table ACS 1062
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long - er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - iles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no €X - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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For an -y place  where jus - tice is de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - wvi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex clud - ed; all must find a home.
APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the

living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.
Each petition ends: Merciful God, hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options
for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a
recurring gift

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring
gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online
giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet
camera, or navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStlohns on any browser.

ANTHEM It Is Well With My Soul Decesare
Larry Barone, Saxophone

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.


http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that
everyone who trusts in him may not perish but walk in the way of eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill your holy will and to free us
from the power of fear, sin, and death.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



Remembering, therefore, Jesus’ life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection
and ascension, and his promise to be with you always, we give thanks and praise to you,
O Lord God Almighty. With your Word and Holy Spirit bless us, your servants, and these
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of
sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your
saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share the feast! All are welcome.
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COMMUNION SONG
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION MUSIC

BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYERAFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING HYMN My Faith Looks Up To Thee ELW 759
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My  faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va -1y,
May thy rich grace 1i1m - part strength to my faint - ing heart,

While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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Sav - ior di - vine! Now hear me while 1 pray, take all my
my zeal in - spire; as  thou hast died for me, oh, may my
be thou my guide; bid dark-ness turn to day, wipe sor-row’s
shall o’er me roll; blest Sav-ior, then, 1n love fear and dis -
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!

love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, nor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

157 Lady’s Island Drive
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907

phone: 843 524 3461
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org

Interim Pastor Sean Miller-Perez
Deacon Katie Justice
Charlie Frost, Worship Accompanist

Mission Statement:
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Core Values:
We hear the Good News of God'’s Love in worship and scripture.
All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions.
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need.
We love, care for, nourish, and support one another.
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources.

The Altar flowers are given by Melinda Ellis
to the Glory of God
and in honor of Amy Hamilton’s and Bethany Johnson’s birthdays.

The flowers were arranged by the Claria Gorgen.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



