St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Creation In Christ Sunday
September 13, 2026

Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus Christ
at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic status,
age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender identity
or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in sharing
God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John'’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at www.Facebook.
com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services and other special
services are streamed. You may join live or watch on Facebook or YouTube at a later
time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



Creation In Christ Sunday - September 13, 2026

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + God, our hope, our heart, our home.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God, the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end,

we confess to you that we participate in systems that perpetuate opression and
injustice. We are often numb to the pain of the world around us, resistant to change
that costs us something, and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves. We sin
against your good creation, failing to be faithful stewards of the land, the sea, and all
their creatures. Make your home amongst us once more, O God, naming us beloved,
and opening our hearts to do your will. Amen.

All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you: God knows you, forgives you by the
self-giving of + Jesus Christ, and frees you to love the world as you have been loved.
Creation's story will not end until mourning, crying, and pain are no more. When
everything else changes, God's love is steadfast and sure. Nothing can ever separate you
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN God's Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav - 'ling to - geth - er,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - er,

4 God 1S at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - parr - ing the world,
fol - low-ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim-ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing  and bread’s on the rise!
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rais - ing up  homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as  friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for  peace, shout - ing for jus - tice,
Washed and  set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and  shelt- 'ring the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in  your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak 1n  your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar-ing  the good news of your Gos - pel.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev -er. A men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray

Oh Blessed Trinity, we worship you, the Source and Savior and Strength for all the
worlds. We laud you for your wondrous creation. Breathe your blessing on us and on all
that you have made, and form us by your wisdom to be caregivers of your gift of this
good earth. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and unto ages of ages. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-2:4a

1When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos,
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of
the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that
the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the
dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and
let the dry land appear’ And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that
were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said,
“Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on
earth that bear fruit with the seed in it” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the
seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning,
the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth” And it was so. 16 God made the
two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and
the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.



20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the dome of the sky’ 21 So God created the great sea monsters
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind”” And it was so. 25 God made
the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the
cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth’

27 So God created humans in his image,in the image of God he created them; male
and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth’” 29 God said, “See, | have given
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, | have given every green plant for food”” And it was so. 31 God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.

2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the
sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!



PSALM 103 Bless The Lord O My Soul
choir will sing the verses, congregatin will sing the refrain
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Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s ho - ly name.
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SECOND READING

A reading from Acts

Acts 17:22a,24-28

22a Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 24 “The God who made the world
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by
human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since
he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made
all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and
perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of
us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets

have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring:

Word of God, Word of Life!

Thanks be to God!



GOSPELACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL John 1:1-5

The Holy Gospel according to St. John
Glory to you, O Lord

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake
It.

This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY This Is My Father's World ELW 824
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

We join with Christians far and near to worship God the Creator, praying for the earth and
for all in need.

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, our maker and keeper, we commend ourselves and your whole

creation, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worshlp, optlons
for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a
recurring gift

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring
gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online giving system,
you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet camera, or navigate to www.
SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser.




ANTHEM

OFFERTORY
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send
rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of
bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness
to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.



Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of creation for God's beloved creatures. Come and share.



COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYERAFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles
us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



THANKSGIVING AND SENDING OF DEACON KATIE JUSTICE

Deacon Katie, in 2020 St. John’s Lutheran Church called you to serve this congregation as
deacon. Sharing in joys and sorrows, you have been important to life together in this part
of the church of Jesus Christ, in service to the Beaufort community, and in God's mission
to the whole world. As you leave this community of faith, we say farewell, and we pray for
God's blessing.

People of God, members of St. John’s, do you release Deacon Katie from service as your
deacon?

We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts and
commanded them to feed your flock. You equip your people with abilities that differ
according to the grace given to them, and you call them to various avenues of service. We
give you thanks for the ministry of Deacon Katie Justice among the people of God here at
St. John’s Lutheran Church. You watch over our going out and our coming in: bless this
time of ending and beginning. You surround your people in every time and place: keep us
close in your love. You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial: prosper all
that has been done to your glory in this time together; heal and forgive all that has fallen
short of your will for us. Help Deacon Katie and all of us to live with courage and gladness
in the future you give to us. As she has been a blessing to us, so now send her forth to be a
blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



BENEDICTION

Creator God bless you and keep you. Creating Christ shine through you with grace and

mercy. Creative Spirit nourish you and give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Let All Things Now Living ELW 881
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Flourish with creation.
Thanks be to God!
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