St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 20, 2026

Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus
Christ at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic
status, age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in
sharing God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of
our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John'’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at
www.Facebook.com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services
and other special services are streamed. You may join live or watch on Facebook or
YouTube at a later time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost September 20, 2026

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon
the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine
love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me ELW 767
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1 Lord, take my hand and  lead me up - on life’s way;
2 Lord, when the tem - pest ra - ges, I need not fear;
3 Lord, when the shad -ows length - en and mnight has come,
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di - rect, pro-tect, and  feed me from day to day.
for  you, the Rock of A - ges, are al - ways near.
I know that you will strength - en my steps toward home,
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With - out your grace and fa - wvor 1 go a - stray;
Close by your side a - bid - ing, |1 fear no foe,
then noth-ing can 1m - pede me, O bless - ed Friend!
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so take my hand, O Sav - ior, and lead the way.
for when your hand is guid - ing, in peace I go.
So, take my hand and lead me un - to the end.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
And also with you.




KYRIE
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1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10-4:11
A reading from Jonah

'* When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them,
and he did not do it.

*' But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “ He prayed to
the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That
is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for | knew that you are a gracious and merciful
God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. > And
now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” * And
the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” > Then Jonah went out of the city and sat
down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade,
waiting to see what would become of the city.

® The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush.



’But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so
that it withered. ° When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “Itis
better for me to die than to live.”

? But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” ° Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. " And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left and also many animals?”

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!

PSALM PSALM 145:1-8
Read responsively

"1 will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever.

* Every day will | bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

> Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness.

* One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power.

> | will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works.

® They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and | will recount your greatness.

’They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing joyfully of
our righteousness.

® The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.

SECOND READING Romans 13: 8-14
A reading from Romans

“ For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ** If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me, yet | cannot say which | will choose. * | am hard pressed between the
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, ** but to remain in the
flesh is more necessary for you. * Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, *° so that, by my presence
again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

*Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come
and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm in
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel ** and in no way
frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of



your salvation. And this is God’s doing.

**For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of
suffering for him as well, *° since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and
now hear that | still have.

Word of God, Word of Life!

Thanks be to God!
GOSPELACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for
a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also
go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. 5 When he went
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock
he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you
standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard



said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and
then going to the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more;
but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13 But he
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a
denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as |
give to you. 15 Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you
envious because | am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life That | May Be ELW 685
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1 Take my life, that T may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al -ways, on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would 1 with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.

take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.

take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;
Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and [ will be

it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.



APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.
Each petition ends: Hear us O God. Your Mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called
to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in
worship, options for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a
recurring gift

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring gifts, using
either a bank draft or a credit card.

+ To access this online giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or
tablet camera, or navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStlohns on any browser.



http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns

ANTHEM
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.



LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever Amen



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!.

COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

BLESSING
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world, grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYERAFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.



BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding
of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Come Thou Fount Of Every Blessing LBW 807
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev - ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that  grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may [ still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in-ter - posed his pre-cious blood.

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal 1it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.



DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



8:15 AM Service Sun September 20 Sun September 27
Reader Shannon Johnson Sarah Anderson
Communion Assistant Patsy Bishop Theresa Blackburn
Ushers Sonj Lyttle and Patsy Bishop Chuck Gorgen and Zachary Bishop
Acolyte Molly Ferguson
Sound Zachary Bishop Kris Cianci
Camera Theresa Blackburn Curt Cianci
Hosting Dorinda Selby Dorinda Selby

10:30 AM Service

Reader

Perry Dukes

George Holden

Communion Assistant

Jim Colwell

Nancy Dukes

Ushers Jim & Pat Palmer Linda Bloomer
Sound Perry Dukes Carlos Smith
Altar Team Theresa Blackburn and Patsy Bishop
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

157 Lady’s Island Drive
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907

phone: 843 524 3461
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org

Interim Pastor Sean Miller Perez
Charlie Frost, Worship Accompanist

Mission Statement:
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Core Values:
We hear the Good News of God'’s Love in worship and scripture.
All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions.
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need.
We love, care for, nourish, and support one another.
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources.

The Altar flowers are given by the Ruff family
to the Glory of God
and in memory of Margaret Murray Clayton

The flowers were arranged by Sue Mannheim
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