St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
October 4, 2026

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus Christ
at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic status,
age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender identity
or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in sharing
God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John'’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at www.Facebook.
com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services and other special
services are streamed. You may join live or watch on Facebook or YouTube at a later
time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org
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CALLTO WORSHIP (10:30 only) The Chief Cornerstone Bradley Ellingboe who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us from the tomb:
to plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS your might - y deeds e - voke our awe; we  dare not speak your name.
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Silence is kept for reflection.

. de - liv-er us from fears that kill the life we have from you.
Compassionate God, when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your peo - ple prove,
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. J o he - J |
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love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to one !
another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
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Hear this good news: — —

We have peace with God through # Jesus Christ, r' |

in whom there is no condemnation, Help us to know your Spir - it still is  mak-ing all things new.

re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev - er dies.

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. :
yTors P as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of love.

Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
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1 O God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in  the womb, The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
2 O God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare, Spirit be with you all.
3 0 God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,
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1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the
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we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
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nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

TEMPLETALK Continuing Our Spiritual Journey

FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7

A reading from Isaiah

"l will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a
vineyard on a very fertile hill. > He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it
to yield grapes,but it yielded rotten grapes. 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people
of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.* What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it? When | expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?
5 And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be
devoured; | will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. ®1 will make it a
wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
| will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the Lord
of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished garden; he
expected justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry!

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

PSALM
read responsively

Psalm 80:7-15

’Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
®You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.
?You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.

° The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its
boughs.
"You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.

> Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

3 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon

4Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;

> behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.



SECOND READING
A reading from Philippians

Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] “* If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:

5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a persecutor
of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

7Yet whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ.
® More than that, | regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them
as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ ? and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, " if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press
on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, | do
not consider that | have laid hold of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal,
toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

N .
1 | | — Y |
Do o1 » [ — a »
J > . -
Al-le -lu - 1a. Lord, to  whom shall we go? You have the
- — | = e e e
(OX E— ’ B e
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - Iu - ia.
——— e s e s s - TJle n |
§ e Soiee
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a. Al-le - lu - 1a.
qLV. —J s e = I
l“? ’ I a) [ & ¢ | J} i i * - =
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a.
GOSPEL Matthew 21:33-46

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,
put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to
tenants and went away. 3 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the
tenants to collect his produce.?* But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed
another, and stoned another. 3*Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they
treated them in the same way. ¥ Then he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my
son. **But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come,
let us kill him and get his inheritance’ 3 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. ¢ Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” 4 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time’

# Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our
eyes’?



# “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. + The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces,
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls”

s When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. ¢ They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because
they regarded him as a prophet.

This is the Gospel of the Lord!

Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
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APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living

and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our

hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.



OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the

congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options

for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a

recurring gift
+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and

recurring gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online giving
system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet camera, or navigate to

www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser.

ANTHEM (8:15 only) The Chief Cornerstone

Bradley Ellingboe

OFFERING PRAYER

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of creation for God's beloved creatures. Come and share.

COMMUNION SONG

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

0uft
s ia s — T S 7 e m— i — v a—
{4 | 5] ———"r~ - - ! —
e e -
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
Q 4f . I'TF—-‘ .
y 4 I — I e KT ! ! —
{4 | [ | — — o @ !
\j/ - q_‘|_ P - d_ ket d d o
mer -Ccy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
0 & — p—
,Ly 'HE [ 7] L I [ I | I I I
(" KT ) | N B o
=i S e
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
IQ ﬁ 7 4 . / — [ L S
 {an WL 7 d i I
% | i_\id_d O
world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYERAFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding
of the Spirit.

Amen.
The God of grace * bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
157 Lady’s Island Drive
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907

phone: 843 524 3461
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org

Interim Pastor Sean Miller- Perez
Gloria Bockelman, Worship Accompanist

Mission Statement:
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Core Values:
We hear the Good News of God'’s Love in worship and scripture.
All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions.
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need.
We love, care for, nourish, and support one another.
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources.

The Altar flowers are given by Jerry and Sarah Anderson
to the Glory of God
and in memory of their son, Jason, and their parents.

The flowers were arranged by Claria Gorgen.

www.StlohnsBeaufort.org



