St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2026

Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus Christ
at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic status,
age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender identity
or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in sharing
God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at www.Facebook.
com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services and other special
services are streamed. You may join live or watch on Facebook or YouTube at a later
time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost - November 15, 2026

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALLTOWORSHIP (10:30 only) Kum Ba Yah Bonner
handbells
Come By Here Brown, Jr.
choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our dwelling place for all generations, whose
compassion never slumbers.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess that we have trusted in our preparation instead of your invitation. We
prioritize our piety over care for your beloved. We trust the voice of our shame and fear,
which keeps us from entering fully into relationship with you and others. We are not
awake to the coming of your reign. Rouse us and rescue us, that we may enter into your
joy. Amen.

Inherit the riches of God’s grace. T Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy.
You are forgiven. Blessed are you.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in  dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world 1s  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man - y de - spair. Your word - lone
wa - ter, man -y still  thirst Make us your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro - ken for oth-ers, shared un - tl all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.
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church gath -ered to - day.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.
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| For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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hun - gry and the poor; that
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls .. withyour bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.

N Final refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give
us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for
the joy of the day of your comng, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
FIRST READING Zephaniah 1: 7,12-18

A reading from Zephaniah

’Be silent before the Lord God, for the day of the Lord is at hand! The Lord has prepared a
sacrifice; he has consecrated his guests.

* At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the people who settle
like dregs in wine, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do
harm’Their wealth shall be plundered and their houses laid waste. Though they build
houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine
from them.“The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the
day of the Lord is bitter; the warrior cries aloud there.> That day will be a day of wrath, a
day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom,a
day of clouds and thick darkness,”® a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.”1 will bring such distress upon people
that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood



shall be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung. ® Neither their silver nor their gold
will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole
earth shall be consumed, for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the
earth.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

Psalm Psalm g9o0:1- 12
Read responsively

1Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,

from age to age you are God.

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth”

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a watch in
the night;

5 you sweep them away like a dream, they fade away suddenly |like the grass:

6 in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered.

7 For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath.

8 Our iniquities you have set before you, and our secret sins in the light of your
countenance.

9 When you are angry, all our |days are gone; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

10 The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty; yet the sum of
them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and we are gone.

11 Who regards the power of your wrath? Who rightly fears your indignation?

12 So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

A reading from 1 Thessalonians

"Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you *For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. *When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden



destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there

will be no escape! 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to

surprise you like a thief; s for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not

of the night or of darkness.® So, then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep

awake and be sober, 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get

drunk at night. ® But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate

of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. ?For God has destined us not for

wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, ® who died for us, so that

whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. " Therefore encourage one another

and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!

GOSPELACCLAMATION
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A —r

1
I

1

=

2

nd

o

o

p e

-0

-&-

Al-le -lu - i1a. Lord, to  whom shall we go? You have the
n ! pumm—— ot
p = . ] S T
® = e T
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia.
Q | 3 | | _P' ?\ i i i = I’ - Il
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le -lu - ia. Al-le - lu - 1a.
N — — \
A — _F A P ] } l I _F K ! f il
W e (e —
Al-le - lu - 1a, al -le -lu - 1a.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 25: 14-30

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ™ “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his

slaves and entrusted his property to them; > to one he gave five talents, to another two, to



another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once *the one who
had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents.

7 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. *® But the one
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s
money.  After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. ° Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more
talents: * His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things; | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master. > And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.? His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; |
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master. *# Then the one who
had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, > so |
was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours’*® But
his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | did not
sow and gather where I did not scatter? ” Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return, | would have received what was my own with interest. * So
take the talent from him and give it to the one with the ten talents. ** For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance, but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 3°As for this worthless slave, throw him

r»

into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth!

This is the Gospel of the Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Of Glory, You Have Bought Us ELW 707
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1 Lord of glo - 1y, you have bought us with your Ilife - blood
2 Grant us  hearts, dear Lord, to give you glad - ly, free - ly,
3 Won-drous hon - or you have giv - en to our hum - blest
4 Lord of glo - 1y, you have bought us with your life - blood
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and  the e - vil with your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more bless - ed ’tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as 1 have giv’n to you.”
all your grac - es, with your love our love re - new.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

Each petition ends: God in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the name of

Jesus, your beloved.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the

congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options

for giving include

+ mailing checks to the church office

+using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a
recurring gift

+using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring
gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online
giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet camera, or
navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser

ANTHEM (8:15 only) Kum Ba Yah Bonner
handbells
Come By Here Brown, Jr.
choir
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray

Eternal God, our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer,
and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in. Come, receive what Christ has prepared.



COMMUNION SONG
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYERAFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray,

Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal.You continuously seek
the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly. Now send us out, awake to
your presence, now and forever Amen.

BENEDICTION

The holy Trinity, Father, F Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to welcome the
reign of God, today and always.

Amen.



SENDING HYMN Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ ELW 674
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2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
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teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u-el) ev-'ry-where!
N Refrain | .
s I — - N —h— D » o gl |
e me- = ------
Je -sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Encourage one another.
Thanks be to God.
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8:15 AM Service Today November 15 Next week November 22
Reader Doug Morton Fred Park
Communion Assistant Fred Park Arno Moellenhoff
Theresa Blackburn Fred Park
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Reader
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Communion Assistant

Susan Heim
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Ushers

Jim and Brenda Colwell

Dan Stoddard
Linda Bloomer

Sound

Perry Dukes

Perry Dukes

Altar Team

Rhoda Moore and Melinda Ellis
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
157 Lady’s Island Drive
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907

phone: 843 524 3461
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org

Interim Pastor Sean Miller- Perez
Gloria Bockelman, Worship Accompanist

Mission Statement:
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Core Values:
We hear the Good News of God'’s Love in worship and scripture.
All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions.
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need.
We love, care for, nourish, and support one another.
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources.

The Altar flowers are given by the Ruff family
to the Glory of God
and in memory of George Clayton.

The flowers were arranged by Kris Cianci.
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